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Rhubarb Festival Returns June 6 With Music, Food, Demonstrations, and Family Fun

PERRY, Maine - Organizers are encouraging rhubarb lovers everywhere to “grow rhubarb,
grow!” as the fifth annual Rhubarb Festival returns Saturday, June 6, 2026, rain or shine, from
noon to 6 p.m. at Kendall Farm in Perry.

This year’s festival promises a full day of music, demonstrations, food, art, and family-friendly
activities celebrating all things rhubarb.

The live music lineup includes the Rhubarb Ramblers Celtic Tunes, Patrick Cormier, and The
Crows, with Joan K serving as emcee throughout the day.

Festivalgoers can also enjoy a full schedule of educational demonstrations offered throughout
the afternoon. Topics include planting and caring for rhubarb with Master Gardener Ellen
Johnson of Lamb Cove Farm; rhubarb canning and preservation with Laurie Bowman of the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension; rhubarb dessert demonstrations by Ronie Strout
and Richard Fulghum; practical etiquette tips from Lorraine Gilmore Peters; and rhubarb wine,
mocktails, and cocktails with Mike Look and mixologist Josh Spencer.

Roosevelt Campobello International Park will return this year with a sampling of Eleanor’s Tea
and an FDR-inspired happy hour featuring mocktinis in a lakeside setting.

The festival has also expanded its vendor offerings, with more than 30 vendors expected to
participate. Attendees will find rhubarb-inspired foods, farm products, crafts, artwork, jewelry,
nonprofit organizations, and more. Organizers recommend bringing cash, reusable bags,
comfortable shoes, and weather-appropriate clothing.

Organizers are still seeking volunteer bakers to contribute recipes to the festival's popular
tasting table. Rhubarb and ingredient assistance may be available, and participants will receive
a complimentary rhubarb recipe brochure from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Those
interested in participating can contact Georgie Kendall at 207-214-1124 or

georgiekendall@gmail.com.

Returning activities include the famous rhubarb stalk-eating contest and a grand selection of 12
raffle baskets. Festival goers of all ages can also enjoy a self-directed obstacle course, a



dedicated art table, and free face painting. Marissa Stoker of Calais will be with us to provide
face painting, while Sarah Duff of Eastport will lead rhubarb-print stamp activities for
card-making.

New this year is the Rhubarb Garb Fashion Show, inspired by the 2026 festival theme,
“‘Rhubarb is Sexy.” Participants are encouraged to wear or create rhubarb-inspired outfits in
shades of pink and green for a chance to win prizes for the most creative, most beautiful, and
sexiest designs.

Community members can arrive in costume or create their own look during the festival with Amy
Ray, who will provide garments and decorative materials for participants of all ages and skill
levels. Donations of pink and green craft materials, ribbons, garments, and party décor are also
welcome to support the free activity.

This year’s festival sponsors include the Eastport Area Chamber of Commerce, Alison Brynn
Ross Graphic Design & Artful Oddities, Georgie Kendall-Realtor-Realty of Maine, Kendall Farm
Cottages, Mile 19 Productions, Calais Middle/High School, and Shead High School.

Festival organizers also remind attendees that the Kendall Farm venue and Rhubarb Festival
are pet-free, tobacco-free, and vape-free.

For schedule updates, visit www.kendallfarmcottages.com/rhubarbfestival.

Attendees are also encouraged to take part in the 35th annual Cobscook Bay Run/Walk
benefiting Down East Hospice Volunteers on Sunday, June 7, in Pembroke. To register or
donate, visit: www.runsignup.com/cobscookraces Down East Hospice Volunteers provide
invaluable support to the community of Way Downeast.
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