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Rhubarb Festival Draws Global Crowd and Local Flavor to Washington
County

Perry, Maine — Rain or shine, the first Saturday in June means one thing: rhubarb! This year’s
4th Annual Rhubarb Festival, held on June 7, was a smashing success, drawing more than 411
attendees from three countries — the United States, Canada, and Germany — and 11 U.S.
states, including Maine, Pennsylvania, Texas, Georgia, New York, New Hampshire, California,
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Tennessee, and South Carolina, as well as 11 Maine counties and
two Canadian provinces.

“It takes a village, and we are that village,” said Festival Director Georgie Kendall. “We had a
smaller volunteer crew this year, but they came through in big ways.”

Despite having only 21 volunteers — half the number from previous years — the festival
featured:

e 16 local vendors: Lamb Cove Farm, Pie Ladies’ Bakery, Electric Crystal Crafts, Antique
Shop Girl, Moon Shadow Stone Jewelry, Clucking Creations, Periwinkle Co., Crafts from
the Bay, Calais Lions’ Club, Smithereen Farm, Three Islands Oysters, Dooryard Shine,
WSHD 93.3 FM Radio, Downeast Rainbow Alliance, Roosevelt Campobello International
Park, and Scythe Supply.

e 19 musicians: Celtic String Thing!, Lucy Zwigard & Gus LaCasse, Gene Nichols & The
Ukelele Club, and Patrick Cormier

e Five live demonstrations: rhubarb preservation, caring for rhubarb plants, baking with
rhubarb, rhubarb wine making, and creating your own scent from essential oils.

e A Secret Sauna Sound Booth, where guests recorded family stories about rhubarb,
curated by Joan Kanner into an upcoming audio postcard

e Crowd-favorite critter guest: Delta the red-tailed boa, with her human, Charlie

Musical emcee DJ John Z kept the energy high throughout the day, while visitors explored food,
crafts, and the tart joys of rhubarb.

A Taste of Rhubarb: Contest Winners
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The Rhubarb Stalk Eating Contest brought sour-faced delight to the crowd. Congratulations to
1st Place winner Cheyenne Robinston-Bauiman of Machias; 2nd Place: Sara McConnell of
Lubec, 2nd place; and Nolan Robinson of Lubec, who took third place. A group of courageous
kids also took part, chomping down with determination and charm.

Tasting Table Champions

Crowd Favorite: Lydia Neddeau of Alexander — Rhubarb kielbasa
Favorite Savory: Dani Beal of Eastport — Rhubarb kimchi
Favorite Sweet: Philipp Player of Phoenix Fine Wines, Eastport — German rhubarb cheesecake

Honorable mentions go to Gwen Jones (rhubarb coffee cake), Jennifer Barker (rhubarb muffins),
and Bruce Butler (rhubarb oatmeal bars).

Thanks to Calais Middle High School and Shead High School art departments for this year’s
poster submissions. Congratulations to Jaylah Lewey, whose artwork was featured on this
year’s festival aprons, and to Helen Staples for revamping the beloved selfie board.

Special appreciation to our festival planning and PR dream team: Lupe Soto of What'’s
Happening in Washington County, Michelle Bond, Abby Mathews, Tracey Carlson, and Lanette
Pottle of She Gets Published.

This year’s Rhubarb Festival was made possible by generous support from: VisitMaine.com,
Eastport Area Chamber of Commerce, AHD Design, Roosevelt Campobello International Park,
Georgie Kendall, Realtor — Realty of Maine, and Kendall Farm.

A heartfelt thank-you to Momo’s Cheesecake of Ellsworth for donating two of their signature
strawberry rhubarb cheesecakes and to The Rouxbarb Restaurant at The Hollows in Utopia,
New Brunswick, for a $100 gift certificate.

There are still Rhubarb Festival goodies available — fresh rhubarb, plants, bumper stickers,
aprons, hats, candles, and more! To purchase, contact Georgie Kendall at 207-214-1124 or

georgiekendall@gmail.com.
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